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to deal with unprofessional conduct, but the
Bill goes further than that. Non-professional
conduct means wilfully disobeying t)iereuain
or orders issued by tebad h or a
increase the rates of remuneration to such an
extent that some architects may think they are
too high. If they refuse to carry out the instruc-
tions of the board, they may be accused of nont-
compliance with the laws of the board, and no
matter what they may feel, action can be taken
on a summons. They would be brought before
the board and this board would condemn them
for not carrying out orders. The report of the
board would be placed before the Supreme
Court, and it would be taken as evidence of the
facts of the case. The clause dealing with the
matter does not say whether the person so charged
can defend himself at the Supreme Court, or
whether the court has to decide on the evidence
placed before the board. If the Supreme Court
decides against the architect, his name is removed
from the register and he cannot practise, and
so loses his means of livelihood. That is a
severe punishment for a man who may be doing
what he believes to be right in the interests of
the public. It is true that no person can he
stopped from drawing plans for remuneration,
as was provided in the former Bill. He may
not pose as an architect, but if he is a contractor
or has a knowledge of the work, he can charge
for drawing plans anid doing similar work. I
look upon the Bill as a fair one, which opens
the door to everyone who can qualify to practise
in the profession. There is an error in the
schedule dealing with the question of a quorum.
The clause speaks of six members of the board
being necessary and the schedule of only five.
That is a matter of amendment at a later stage.
I have no objection to the second reading of the
Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee:
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for

Mines in charge of the Bill
Clauses 1 to 10-agreed to.
Clause 11-Effect of summons by the beard:
Mr. A. THOMSON . This clause gives drastic

powers to the board, and requires some explana-
tion from the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:- In order
that Clause 10 may be made effective, it is neces-
sary that the board should have power to call
witnesses by summons, otherwise they may
refuse to appear to give evidence on oath. .

Ron. W, C. ANGOWIN:. Many witnesses
appear before boards in response to invitations
by letter to do so, and they give evidence on
oath. As a matter of fact 90 per cent. of the
witnesses who give evidence before select corn-
mrittees attend in this way.

Mr. A. Thomson: It seems a drastic power
to give to a board.

Hon. W. C. ANGWN : The penalty also
is so drastic that such a power should only be

give to the Supreme Court. There is no objec-
tionto the board holding an inquiry, but if
they find that a person has been guilty of un-
professional conduct they should bring that
person before the court, and it should then be

for the court to say whether that person should
be debarred from pri~ctising the profession of an
architect.

The Minister for Mines: A person making
charges should make them on oath

Hon. W. C2 AWOWIN:- Is it proposed to
vest this board with all the powers possessed by
the Supreme Court ?

Mr. Pickering: The Legal Practitioners Act
contains practically the same clause.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: I hope the clause
will be struck out.

Progress reported.

Homse e4ossrnd at 10-65 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.nm., and read prayers.

PAPER-MLIXISTERIAt IN VITATION
TO VISIT STRAITS SETTLE-MENTS.
The -MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

H-. P. C ebth-a): As requested by
'Mr. Sanclerson yesterday, I desire to lay on
the Table of the Houise a copy of the in-
vitation to visit the Straits Settlemnts re-
ceived by the Minister for M~ies (Ron. .
Seaddan) from the Straits Settlements Gov-
(ci nineilt.

BILL-PERTH HEBREW (ONGRE-
O AT ION LANDS.

Introdluced by the 'Minister for Education
and read a first time.

BILLS (2)-THRtD READING.

1, Supply Bill (No. 3), £1,047,000.
2. Nor thn 'Municipal Ice Works.

Passed.
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RESOLUTION-STATE FOREST DEDI-
CATION, REVOCATI ON.

Message from the Legislative Assembly
requesting concurrence in the following re-
solution now considred:-

That the proposal of His Excellency the.
Governor for the partial revocation of the
dedication of State forest No. 5 he carried
out.

The MININISTER FOR EDUCATIO'N (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch-East) [4.341: The Forests
Act, No. 8 of 1919, provides that the Gov-
ernor may by Order in Council dedicate as
a State forest, any Crown land including any
area which may have been a timber reserve.
Land so dedicated, it is provided, shall not
be dealt with otherwise than in pursuance
of that Act, and such dedication shall not
be revoked or altered except under the auth-
ority of the Act. The following section pro-
vides that a dedication under the Act of
Crown land as a State forest may he revoked
in whole or in part in the following manner:
"The &Governor shall cause to be laid on the
Table of each House of Parliament a pro-
posal for such revocation. After such pro-
posal has been laid before Parliament the
Governor, on a resolution being passed by
both Houses that such proposal be carried
out, shall by Order in Council revoke such
dedication." This is a proposal to revoike the
dedication of portion of State forest No. 5,
including, in the transfer, location '2716.
Locations 2716 and 2717 were previously
leased, and the holder was financed by the
Agricultural Bank, The blocks were, after
a time, abandoned and the Forests Depart-
ment agreed to take over the debt due to the
bank, in view of the fact that there was a
considerable quantity of marketable timber
on location 2717, The Bank was not pre-
pared to split the authority by allowing the
department to take over only the block re-
quired, and the ivhole lot was transferred to
the Forests; Department. It was then dedi-
cated as a State forest. Location 2716 was
partially cleared and ringbarked and, in the
opinion of the Government and the Conserva-
tor of Forests as well, it is suitable for
farming purposes and not as a State forest.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: What is the
area?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
cannot say. It would probably be about
1,000 acres or it may be less.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott: It is not so large
as that.

The MINSTER FOR EDUCATION:
Practically the whole expenditure on the
block has been incurred in connection with
lot 2716, and the applicant is prepared to
take over the liability and has made pro-
visional arrangements accordingly with the
Agricultural Bank.. The arrangement now
proposed to be made is in accordance with
the views of the Conservator of Forests and
the Lands Department. It is the only way

under the Act that this dedication can be
revoked. I move-

That the resolution forwarded by the
Legislative Assembly be concurred in.

The PRESIDENT:- May I ask the Minis-
ter if the proposal ha been laid on the Table
of the House?

The -MINISTER POE EDUCATION: Yes,
I laid it on the Table some days ego.

Question put and pas-sed.

BIIJL-WH EAT MARKETIN\G.

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon. J.
Ewring in the Chair; the Minister for Educa-
tion in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 8 to 10-agreed to.
Clause 11t-Connissioner of Railways may

refuse to carry certain wheat:

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Rega rding the rail-
ing of wheat below milling quality which may
be sent to Perth, the Commissioner of Rail-
ways may block the railing of any such
wheat sold in the country by a farmer. Hle
may be able to do that in consequence of the
amendment passed yesterday.

The M.Ninister for Education: This provi-
sion does not apply to exempted wheat, but
only wheat -which is subject to Clause 6.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Under the cir-
cumstances mentioned by the Mlinister, would
it not be advisable to strike out the clause
altogether!

The Minister for Education: Certainly not.
Hlon. A. SANDERSON: As a matter of

fact, Clause 6 in one sense is not in operation
because we have practically changed that
aspect.

The Minister for 'Education: Not at all.
Hon. A. SAND ERSON: Rightly or

wrongly, I am very suspicious regard-
ing these powers. If I understood the
decision of the Committee aright last night,
wre took away the discretion of the Minister
and within certain limits we have made the
trade in wheat quite free. Why retain this
clause? The Railway Department are accus-
tomled under the previous measure not to
allow any) railing of wheat without the per-
mission of the Mfinister. If a farmer took
10 bags of wheat to a aiding and wanted it
forwarded, the Commissioner of Railways
would not accept it unless it wans accnm-
panied biy written permission. NOW we have
provided that a farmer may consign wheat
under certain conditions. If we deprived the
Commissioner of Railways of any right not
to handle the wheat, it would put the depart-
mnent, the consignor and the consignee in a
sounder position.

Hon. J. DUPFETL; 'My reason for asking
the question was that this p~rovision has ap-
peared in previous Acts. The Commissioner
of Railways has carried to Perth wheat ac-
quired in the country outside the scheme al-
together.
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The Minister for Education: Quite so.
Hon. A. Sanderson: Then those responsible

omrmitted an illegal act.
Hon. J. DUFFELL:- That is so. When the

representative of the State pool saw the
wheat in the Perth yard, he made inquiries
and ascertained that it belonged to a men
named ]3errigan at Three Springs. When
questioned the man stated that he bought the
wheat from the Westrsalian Farmers' repre-
sentative at Three Springs. On sworn evi-
deuce tendered, that was not the only truck.
Wheat was acquired at Doodlakine and at
other places of which the manager of the
wheat pool knew nothing. I fully expected
last night that there would be a certain
amount of whipping by the Leader of the
House-

Tbe Minister for Education: I indignantly
repudiate such a charge. I have not spoken
to any member as to how he would vote.
What I have to say I say from my seat in
the House. The remark is unworthy of the
hon. member, and I ask that it be withdrawn.

Hon. J. DUFFE-L: I accept the statement
for what it is worth.

The CHAIRMAN: Do you withdraw it.?
Hon. J. DUFFELL: I withdraw. After

certain members left the House last night to
catch the last train-I had to run all the way
to West Perth station and almost fell into the
train exhausted-as a, result of the able man-
ner in which the Lender of the House con-
eluded the debate, three members voted-

The Minister for Education: I rise to a
point of order. Is the bon. member in ordler
in making reflections of this kind9 As a
matter of fact, I did not conclude the debate.
I did not open my mouth after the hon.
member left the Chamber.

The CHA&IRMA&N: The hon member uiust
withdraw that statement.

Ron. J. DUFFELL: I withdraw. Shall
I put it this way, that I am only going on
the garbled report in this morning's paper.
When I left the Chamber last night I wa
satisfied that the Westralian Farmers Lim-
ited would not be the acquiring agents this
year. The evidence from which I am read:
jag extracts is conclusive that I had good
grounds for objecting to them being the ac-
quiring agents this year. Despite the Min-
ister 's statement, I contend that we have
an organisation capable of doing the work of
acquiring.

The Minister for Education: Is the hon.
member in order in reflecting on a vote of
the Committee last evening and discussing
the clause then dealt -with instead of the
clause now before us?

The CHAIRMAN:%' I ask the hon. member
not to reflect on the Committee and to con-
fine himself to the clause under discussion.

Hon. J. DUFEFLL: I am showing that
I had good grounds for the attitude I
adopted. In the heat of debate one some-.
times makes use of expressions for which one
is sorry afterwards. Under this clause the
Commissioner of Railwayvs will have the

power to refuse to bring wheat in excess of
five bags to the market from any farmer in
the country. I want to be quite clear that
the Commissioner of Railways will not use
his authority to block wheat, even though it
may exceed five bags, from cowing to the
Perth city markets. A farmer can get a
better price, even for inferior wheat, in the
Perth city markets than at the country sid-
ings.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
think Mr. Sanderson is a little in error in
saying that the Committee altered the pur-
pose of Clause 6. What the Committee did
was to make it compulsory for the Minister
to make those exemptions which the Minister
intended to make, That does not alter the
purpose of the clause. The clause prohibits
the sale of all wheat. except exempted wheat,
and the Committee made it mandatory on the
Minister to grant the exemptions he intended
to make, Subelause 1 of Clause 6, prohibit-
ing general trafficking in wheat, still stands.
Under the general provisions it is necessary
that the Commissioner of Railways should
have this power to prevent attempts to de-
feat the general principle of Clause 6. It
has nothing to do with the particular classes
of wheat which have been exempted. I can
quite understand wheat, which should not
have been railed, being brought down without
any protest on the part of the Commissioner.
The Commissioner would not interfere unless
asked to do so, and he would not be asked
unless the -railways were being used to defeat
the purpose of the Act. The clause is not man-
datory, but permissive-'" 'The Commissioner
may refuse."I The Commissioner will not he
expected to have any special knowl edge as to
where the wheat is coming from or to whom it
is being sent. If the scheme found that the
purposes of the Act was being defeated, the
Commissioner would be- appealed to and
asked not to carry the wheat. The
clause is desirned to enable the
Commissioner in such cases to refuse to carry
the wheat; otherwise he would be unable to
refuse. The provision would he exercised
only to pre~ent a breach of the general prin-
ciple of the Act. It would never he applied
to exempted wheat sent down. Wheat has
been sent down when it should not have been
sent. The clause will relieve the Commis-
sioner of the obligation to carry wheat, no
matter for 'whom.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The Minister's
statement so far as it goes is quite accurate,
but I want to take away the power from the
wheat scheme and the Commissioner of ]Rail-
ways to interfere with what we have author-
ised. ,I appreciate what the Minister has
said with regard to Clause 6 and Clause 171,
but it does not deal with the case I put for-
ward. If we once clearly understand what
we are discussing and take aL vote, the actual
draftsmanship to give effect to our intention
is not our business. We should not he called
upon in the course of the debate to draft
clauses to carry out our wishes legally and
accurately.
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lHon. A. Lovekin: Cannot you specify
"excepting in regard to wheat covered by

Section 6'"?
lion. A. SANDEESON: I just wish to

mak~e it clear that I ann not going to attempt
aniything in the way of expert draftsman-
ship while I amn onl my feet. We have es-
ta1blisheil that we shall have free trade in-
Side tile State. The intention of the Comn-
mittce last evening was clear enough. My
object is to assist the railway people. If
anyone tries to take advantage of what we
have ipassed in order to achieve something of
which we hare not approved, tine pool shiouldA
have ample opportunity to check such at-
tempts. But I object strongly to the Rail-
way tonissioner being given carte blanche
to stop all wheat that is not consigned to or
by1 the Westralin Farmers Ltd. Let us tin-
derstand what we intend to do, and let us
get the Parliamentary Draftsman to carry
out our wishes. I desire to dissociate myself
from any criticism of the leader of the
House with regard to either the influencing
of votes or the conduct of business.

Tine CHAIRMAN:- The lion. menmber
must not discuss that inatter.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I hope T am per-
mitted to say that after considerable deal-
ings with the Lender of the House I have
nothing whatever to complain of regarding
the conduct of business here. Still, I hope
the Comnmittee will not be misled by the
lines of argunment of the Leader of the
Rouse.

The MINI,,STER FOR EDUCATION: I
have no wish to mislead anybody. If menm-
bers are donbtful whether the clause as it
stands would exenipt wheat which is cx-
enmpted by Clanse 6, it is anl easy matter to
insert iii this clause, after the word
''wheat"' in the fifth line, the words ' 'sub-
ject to such section.'' That amendment
would] make it absolutely cer-tain that the
only wheat whitl the Commissioner of Rail-
ways could refuse to carry would be wheat
subject to Clause 6.-

flen. A. LOVEKI-N: I suggested, by way
of interjection while M.Sautrson wans
speaking, that after the word ''bags'' in the
fifth line there should he inserted ''except
wheat exenipted tinder 'Section 6 hereof.''
However, in accordance with the suggestion
of our Leader, I move an amendment-

That after the word ''wheat,'' in line
5s, there be inserted '"subject to sucb sec-
tion.''
Honl. Sir EDWARD WITTENTOOM: It

seeins to inc that the matter would hep made
clearer by the addition to thle clause of the
following proviso:-"'Provided that this sec-
tion shall not refer to produce exempted by
Subse-tion 4 of Section 6.''

lion. A. SAN DERSODN: I am prepared
to ineeit either amendment. There is no0
ottemilt now to block this affair. However,
T hope the 'Minister will consult the best
legal authority' at his disposal, so that the
matter may be placed beyond all doubt. Two

of the best business men in the Chamber do
not agree on the matter. The question is
one of legal interpretation; and the inter-
pretations placed by the courts on our en-
actments have frequently been utterly dif-
ferent front what was intenlded by this
House. This thing is regarded with fear
and irritation and suspicionl by the eon-
suiners.

The 'MINISTER FOR EDU('ATION: It
is my invariable practice, the first thing in
the morning after a sitting of this House,
to consult the Crown Law authorities with
regard to amendments put up here, and to
make sure that those amendments carry out
the intention of the House. If they do not,
I tell the House so at the report stage.

Hon. .1. DUFFELL: I do not like the
clause at all, because it seems to establish a
system of legal boycott. However, there is
a% danger of certain farmers who are under
obligations to the Industries Assistance
Board getting their wheat away if they see
a chance of doing so. Therefore I support
the clause, subject to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

-Clause 12-Corusacks:
Hon. J. DIYFFELL: This clause affords

ate an. opportunity of showing that f have
no particular feeling of antagonism towards
our farmers. The clause appears to need
some addition. 'No doubt a great deal of
w-heat will be garnered which the farmer
knows hans no ehalice of getting through as
f.a.q. milling wheat. For such wheat the
farmner shouldl be allowed to use secondhand
bags when he sells it as poultry feed.

Hon. J1 CORNELL: After the farmer
has garne'red his wheat, such wheat as hie
wishes to tenider to the pool he must put in
new bags; and that is quite right. Suchl
wheat as he does not wish to tender to the
pool, he can put in his bat, or in ansything
else he likes.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 13-Price of wheat for local eon-

sum lptioll

Ron, A. SAINDERSON. I ant puzzled as
to the London parity, because I go about
and ask farmners to say what the London
price is, and I put the sanme question to
prominent business people, without 'being
able to get an answe-. f also look at the
cables to see what the London price is,-but
cannot obtain the info rmation. I am under
the impression that the price of wheat iS
actually published in every number of the
''London Gazette.'' Certainly that used to
be the practice. The matter is treated as
one of great importance in London. I con-
sider that the wheat board. should officially
publish to the whole of Western Australia
every week what the price of wheat is in
London, so that all of us may be clear on the
point. T hope the -Minister will accept the
suggestion. There is no needl to alter thle
Bill for that purpose,
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The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
pre4war days the London prie was pub-
lished in the Press, if not every week, very
f requently.

Hon. J, Doff el]: It is published pretty
well every week now.

The MAINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Then for a long period wheat was controlled,
and during that period there was no such
thing as price or parity, and accordingly
there was no publication of London wheat
prices, save very intermittently. Now that
the control has been removed, the London
price of wheat is published practically every
week in the Press here.

Ron. A. SANDERSON: To pick up the
paper and get a quotation for wheat as one
gets a quotation for stocks and shares does
not seem the samec thing as the wheat board
taking the responsibility of making their
-official statement, here in Perth, as to what
the price of wheat in London is. That would
be a great deal more satisfactory to the pub-
lie than quotations without official authority
published in the Press.

The MI-1NISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Undoubtedly, when a new price of wheat for
local consumption is published, the figures
on which that price is based will be pub-
lished also. Those figures can be checked by
anyone who likes to do so.

Hon. A. San derson: Why not have that
information published every week?

The M INISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
price of -wheat will be altered only from
Month to month.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: No-
body could take the responsibility of pub-
lishing once a month the prices of wheat or
wool. If -we get the information as to what
the sales bave been, we call form our own
opinion.

Hon. J. DV PFELL: We get in the "West
Australian'" every week a report of the Lon-
don sales of commodities of importance to
Australia. The prices given represent the
London parity. It might easily he arranged
with time Agent-General that lie cable every
Monday morning the prices of certain corn-"
modities. However, I think the information
published in time ''West Australian"' is
quite sulfficient to guide us as to London
parity.

lon. A. SANDERSON: The clause pre-
scribes that the price to be charged shall be
based onl the local equivalent of London
parity. Sir Edward Wittenoom, the best
authority we have onl the point, says it would
be difficult and even dangerous to ,give a
definite figure. Apply that argument to the
clause, and see where we find ourselves.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenloom: But we only
want an average.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: We do not re-
quire to be experts to know the extraordin-
ary fluctuations that occur. Since the price
bas to be based on London parity, it is of
the greatest importance that we should have
a weekly official statement as to what Lon-
don parity is.

Hon. Sir Edward Wit tenoomn : Do you
mean to fix it every week instead of every
monthT

Hon. A. SANDERSON: T would put on
the advisory coinmittee the responsibility of
saying every Monday moarning what London
parity is. At present it is practically impos-
sible to arrive at the price.

lon. Sir iEdwardl Wittenoon: It van be
got every month.

Honi.,-A. SAND ERSON: But one cannot
say what the price of wheat is onl any par-
ticular day; one ran only say what it has
been sold for. I should be content with anl
assurance fromn the NfinliSter that the ad-
visory committee will publish each Monday
morning what they consider the London
price is.

Hon. C. IF. Baxter: Do you Want to fiX
the price for local consumption every week?

JIorm. A. SANDERSON : NO, eertninl9f
not. I ami content to accept the clause as
it stands, but I ask that the advisory coax-
mittee shall publish the London price every
Monday morning.

Hon. C4. P. Baxter : What can be the
value of that?

lion. A. SANYDEESON: People wvill be
able to estimate what the lprice is likely to
be in respect of their individual trausne-
tiolns.

Hon, .1. J. HOLMES: On the second read-
ing I pointed out that this clause was an
impossible proposition. What good can be
derived from the publication every M1onday
miorning of advice received from London?
Apart fromn the inipossibility of at all fix-
ing the price of wheat for local consuimp-
tion, is the further difficulty that the fixing
of such price at the beginning of each
mrouith will leave mis in a most interesting
p)osition towards the close of each month.
The wicked part of- the claulse is that it is
to be London parity up to 7s., after wvhich
the farur is not to get London parity;
whereas if the parity falls below Ts. the
farmner has to foot the bill. If the farmner
is to have London parity at all he SimO~ld
have London parit 'y all the way thr-ough,
wvbatever it may be. If any% mnember cares
to move an nomeudut inl that rlre-tionl
it will have my supp~ort.

Hon. X. CORNELL: I enter a protest
against two features of the clause. One
is the Londoni parity. Raving agreed upon
a pool and compelled all farmiers to 1)o01
their wheat, there is only one logicall thing
to do in the fixing of the price for ora.l
consumption, namely to ignore world's.
parity, decide upon, a price which will be
fair to the farmer, and flat-rate it. We
have tried it during two years. Last 'year
it worked out in the interests of the con-
Burnler, and this year it was to the interests
of the grower. Under a fiat rate we would
have to give and take; it would cut both
ways. These variations arc inevitable. A
miller may buy flour forward on the first
January and the prie juiY fall a Mouth
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afterwards. It is these vexatious fluctua-
tions in the price of flour, which lead to
similar fluctuations in the price of bread,
that cause so mouch trouble. A flat rate is
an infinitely better plan to adopt. Most
farmers would he prepared to sell their
wheat forward if they could get the
present price. It should be easier to fix a
reasonable fiat rate this year than it ever
was in the history of the pool. I aim
opposed to the clause as it stands.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
hope later on to move an amendment to the
effect that the vlause shall cease to operate
after the 31st December next. This reserva-
tion in regard to price fixing is in the in.
terests of the consumer and not of the
grower. It provides that thre consumer
shall not pay more for his wheat than the
London parity in London. To obviate the
possibility- of that it is stated that the
advisory committee shall as nearly as
possible on the first day of each month
settle the price. The Bill will, therefore,
do a great deal for the consumer, the
miller and the baker. With regard to Mr.
Sanderson's suggestion, it is dangerous for
prices of any articles to be published, ss
the particulars may be misleading. it
'wvould also he difficult to arrive at an exact
statement on the point.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Every week the
papers publish, in the cables from London,
what is called the middle price, and the
public can satisfy themselves as to what,
approximately, the London parity for
wheat is. If, therefore, the Minister makes
these notifications monthly it is. quito
enough. If we are to have London parity
let it be fair all round. I do not see why
a maximum price should be fixed for the
sale of the farmer's product when the
Minimum is left un1fixed. I would point out
that there arc fluctuations in the price of
bags and in the rate of wages that have to
he paid in connection with the growing of
-wheat, and it is, therefore, to he expected
that there will be variations in the price of
wheat. If anyone will inure to strike out
the proviso I will support him.

Hon. J1. E. DODD: One hon. member said
that the former should only get outside
purity for his wheat. I think the prie
mentioned in the Bill is a fair compromise.
Why should the farmier be restricted to
London parity? Are there other goods pro-
duced in Australia that are restricted to
the price given in London? Is the London
parity charged for boots or clothes? The
same thing holds good in regard to mining
requisites. They do not adhere to the
London purity. Why should the faruier
have the price of his wheat fixed On the
basis of what he can get fur it in London?
If we protect one individual we should
protect all. We have some favoured
individuals in the community we protect up
to the hilt, while the farmer and others
have to get what price they can. Sir

Edward Wittenoom said he would give 5s.
a bushel for wheat, and I asked if he would
be prepared to give the same price for
gold. WeV should give the farmer, the miner,
the fruitgrower and other people on the landt
a fair chance of success. I shall support
the clause. I hope the farmer will get a
fair deal.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I move an amend-
ment-

That in~r line 7 the words "Provided that
such price shall not exceed 7&. a bushel''
be struck out.

Five shillings per bushel is a fair price for
wheat for local consumption. A guarantee
of not less than 6s. per bushel will mean
that the farmer will get that as a minimum.
To-day we are paying 9s. a bushel -for
wheat and 6d. for a 21b. loaf in Perth. With
wheat at 5s. a bushel bread should be 4d.
a loaf.

Hon. 3. J. Holmes: It will not be long
before we are eating bread made out of
South Australian flour.

Hon. 3. CORNELL: There is a feeling in
the House that members are not prepared to
do what is a reasonable and a fair thing.
They object to the nmaximnum. I am not pre-
pared to say that we should be a party to the
position that Would result in the farmer row-
ing wheat under present conditions for less
than 5s. a bushel. With regard to price fixing,
if that is to be part and parcel of the policy
of the State, it should be general in character.

Eion. G. W. Miles: It is going to be
wiped out.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If we pass the clause
as it stands, it will mean that price fixing
will be wiped out in every case except in re-
gard to the sale of wheat. If we are not
going to re-enact the Prices Regulation Act
do not let us have price fixing in this clause.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: This is a pooled
article.

Ron. 3. CORNELL: To what extent is it
pooled? The man who puts the wheat in the
pool pa Fs all the expenses. Do not tell me
that the State is backing the pool. It never
has done so. The puo1 has always paid, and
paid to the last shilling.

.The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I have no objection to the first portion of
the aumendmeut. The words were not included[
in the Bill which was brought down by the
Governmuent, but were inse-rted in onother
place iii opposition to the wishes of the (Gov-
emninent. I cannot agree to the latter portion
of the amendment because it is Open to two
objections, one that it is unfair to ask the
farmer to take ioucthing less than world?,.;
value, and the other that the minimumn can-
not be applied. If we had an Australian
pool it would he possible to fix a minimium,
and by imposing import duties on wheat it
would he possible to fix that minimumi, no
matter how low the wheat fell elsewhere. But
with a purely Western Australian pooi, wre
cannot fix a minimum, because directly the
price of wheat out of control fell below our
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minimum, oar markets would be flooded withl
flour and our mills would be placed out of
operation. The position of the farmers then
would be worse than ever. The purpose of
the Bill is to place the farmers in the mnatter
of selling f or Ibcn] consumption, and the local
consumers, as nearly as possible in the po-
sition they would be in if there were a free
market, so that the wheat sold for local con-
sumption shall be sold and used by the con-
sumner at as nearly as possible the rate that
would prevail if there were no pool.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: T sin of the same
opinion as the Leadler of the House, but I
do not intend to cover the ground which he
has traversed. I ntronglv oppose any system
of price fixing. It is far better to fix the
price of wheat fromn month to mouth on Lon-
don parity, and then both the grower and thev
consumer will get what is the true value.

lion. F. A. BAGLIN: I desire to see the
clause remain as it is. If I understand things
rightly, this Bill has been framed solely,
in the interests Of the farmer, and every far-
mer's representative who has spoken in this
House and in another place has been most
enxious that the 'Bill should be passed for
their protection. If it -were not for the agita-.
tion of the farming community I am satisfied
that we would have no Bill before us to-day.
Because of the pool the fanner has at his
back the whole of the resources of the State,
and whilst the farmer has this protection,
there is another section we have to protect,
viz., the consumers. All the clause asks is that
the consumers will at least know that they
will not pay more than 7s. a bushel for their
wheat. The farmer has not mutch to grumble
at- Tt is rather astonishing to hear members
say that the only product the worker has to
sell is his labour and they tell him to go to
the Arbitration Court and to get his' wages
fixed. When another producer comes along,
a producer of a different type, and he has tljr
product of his labour to sell, there is no de-
sire to fix the price of it.

Hfon. G. W, 'Miles: You will not let us pay
the worker what he is worth.

Hlon. F. A. BA-OLIN: We would not alllow
paynment to be made on the bon. member's
estimation, not by any means. The Bill sets
out that the farmer is going to get London
parity up to a certain point.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Why)
Hon, F. A. BAGLIN: Because he is not

likely to get more. The hon. member knows
that the farmer is not likely to get 7s. a
bushel. Nevertheless I understand that the
clause is there for the protectioa of the con-
suimer, and to reassure the consumer that he
will not pay more than 7s,

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: The world's
parity is the farmers' Arbitration Court.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: It has not been in
the past, because we know the farmer has
been getting a good deal more than the
world's parity. I utnde-rstand 5s. a bushel is
the minimum which it is proposed shall be
fixed. The amendment, however, is improetic-

able, because we shall find that South Austra-
lian wheat will be brought into Western Aus-
tralia. I heard last night that a big parcel
of South Australian wheat has been bought
for early delivery next year in Western Aus-
tralia. It was purchased at a very low figure,
too. If this is so, this provision will not
afforaI any protection to the farmers, If we
say they shall get 5s. and not less, the South
Australian farmers may be able to despatch
wheat at 4 s. 6d. This will show how imprac-
ticable the amendment really is. It would be
all right if there was a Commonwealth pool,
for then no wheat could be sold under the
fixed rate. With open, free competition wheat
can be iniported from another State at a
lower figure.

Hon, J. DIJFFRLL: Members when decid-
ing upon the amendment should bear in mind
the gristiug mnills which are operating in this
State. During the past 12 months the millers
of Western Australia have had a particularly
bad time. I have some fears as to what will
happen before B1st December, whoa I remem-
ber that the price of 9s. 'a bushel is fixed till
that time, and flour is offered at a lower
price from other States. What chance will
local millers have of supplying bran and pol-
lard for the various industries in this State,
if they have to compete against such ceondi-
tions in other parts of Australia. I do net
know that we need be alarmed by the stats-
merit of Mr. Baglin regarding the South Aus-
tralian parcel of wheat, but if the amendment
is carried, we will place a further obstacle
in the way of the millers. I am opposed to
the amendment but I will nt be able to re-
cord my vote because I have paired with a
member who is absent.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The amendment
and the discussion go to the root of the whole
subject and I can understand why some metm-
bers are somewhat annoyed and irritated at
what they consider unnecessary delay in the
passage of the measure. If we had an assur-
ance that this is to be the final pool, I would
consider the matter in that light too. After
listening to the remarks of Mr. Cornell and
Mr. B~aglin, I am convinced that this is a mat-
ter which will have to be discussed through-
out the country to decide 'whether these
pools are to he continued. Members of the
Country Party will not speak on this subject;
they appear to think that we are holding up
this year's harvest. I admit we are interfer-
ing wvith that aspect and if I am given an
assurance that this is the final pool, I will
be prepared to -accept anything they like.
They will not give that assurance and the
Labour Party will not give any- such assur-
ance but for very different reasons. It is
an outrage that we cannot discuss this matter
at great length he cause we cannot get an
assurance from the Minister, or from the
Government, as to the finalising of the pool.

The Minister for Education- They either
can'It or wont.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: There we join
issue. It should be one of the easiest things
in the world for the Minister or the Govern-
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=ent to say they will stop the pools at the
earliest possible opportunity

The Minister for Edutcation: That would be
a vecry difficult assurance to give.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: 'Will they give us
that assurance?

Hon. 0. W. M biles: If they did, what would
it mean?

Hon, A. SANKDEESON: 'Well, let 'is have
that assurance at any rate; I do not ask for
it off hand, I intend to support the amiend-
ment; it has not the ghost of a chance of
being carried. Mr. Cornell 's views are easily
understood but it has puzzled inany men as
to how effect can be given to theni. So far
as I can understand, accordling to the state-
ments of Labour memibers this is an attempt
to give effect to those views. MNr. Cornell re-
ferred to the old bad system of competition.
I think that was one of the most excellent
systems.

The CHAIR'MA'N: The hon. member is
discussing an amendment to strike out cer-
tain words.

Hon. A.- SANDERSON: Suppose we strike
them out, will I have a further opportunity
of putting forward my views?

The CHAIR-MAN:. The clause will be be-
fore members for discussion still.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I move a further
amendment-

That the following be inserted: "dPro-
vided that such price shall be not less than
5s. nor more than 7s. per bushel."
Amendment put and negatived.
Clause, as previously amended, agreed to.
Clauses 14 to I 7-agreed to.

'Schedule:
Mon. J. IJUFFELL: t more an amnend-

ment-
That in line 2 of Clause 8, the words

'"except with the written consent of the
.Minister'' he struck out.

If the words I suggest are struck out, the
clause will coincide word for word with Sec-
tion 3 appearing in the schedule of the 1920
Act.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member has not given any reason for
striking out the words,8 Hie merely says thlat
the amendment will result in uniformity comn-
pared with the 1920 Act. If that is a good
argument, T would be answering him suffi-
ciently if I say that if the words are left
in the clause will he in, conformity with
the schedule of previons measures. It wats
always in the previous Acts until last year.
The reason for the words is that it may be
desirable to acquire wheat for seed purposes.
The Committee should have some better rea-
son for striking out the Words.

Sitting suspended from 6.75 to 7.30 P.M.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I think the Minister
will agree that it is bad to have an agent
trafficking in the goods of the principal unless
there is some special reason for it. Will he
tell us what special necessity there is why
the acquiring agents should operate in seed
wheat I

The MINISTER FOR. EDUCATION: it
is not proposed to give the acquiring agents
a general right to operate in seed wheat, but
circumstances may arise when the Minister
may consider it the best way in which the
operation can be carried out.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: I support the amend-
ment. .1 am strongly of opinion that the
Minister should not have the right to give
this permission. The present Minister con-
trolling the wheat scheme owes his position
as a member of Parliament and as a Minister
to the Country Party. The acquiring agents
are the Westralian Farmers Ltd., and they
are a political body. Do members seriously
think that if the Minister for Agriculture
dared to withhold consent, hoe would be
allowed to remain in office? Thle Westralian
Farmers Ltd. are strong enough to say that,
if he did not give his consent, he would be
removed front office.

The CHAIRMAN: The lin, member is
hardly in order in making those remarks.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: A former Honorary
'Minister offended certain persons and he is
not in office to-day. It would be very diffi-
cult for the 'Minister controlling the pool to
refuse to give his consent.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon. member
not to discuss that point.

H-On, A. SANDKRSON: I support the
amendment. I want to see the Minister for
Agriculture kept quite outside any political
or other influence. We must not run away
with the idea that the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. commend themselves to all farmers. I
hare been doing my best to voice the opinions
of the people I represent, but I have been
astonished at receiving by post, from People
unknown to ate in places as far apart as
Dangin a]]d the Artbur River, letters Pro-
testing as strongly against this organisation
as I am doing. Ani Arthur Rirer farmer writes
protesting against the Gore rnment compelling
him to trade with a firm who are obnoxious
to hlim. T do not claim that this represents
the whole of the- farmers, but it has come to
me quite unsolicited fromt a person unknown
to ate and indicates his opinion. The letter
from Dangin contains a' very strong protest
indeed against the 'Westralian Farmers Ltd.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoomi: You will
always find some dissatisfied people.

Hon. A. S ANDERSON: I admit that, but
these letters seem to have some Small Sig-
nificanee, though I do not wish to emphasise
them too much. If it is a question of giving
permission to deal in seed wheat, make the
permission specific.

Hon. V. Hamneraley: Why only seed wheat?
Hon. A. SANDERSON: Because the Min-

ister said so. The agent should be debarred
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ftrai dealing in the article for whicli he is
acting as agent. If the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. are going to act as agents let them be
agents and nothing else. P'do not intend to
reiterate my statements regarding the inti-
mate connection existing between the Coun-
try Party and the Westralian Farmers Ltd.,
but to my mind it is absolutely established.
The Minister for Education was righteously
indignant this*afternoon when Mr. Duffel]
suggested that he had bean trying to find
out or arrange the voting of members. One
reason why our discussions in Committee are
somewhat lengthy is that, for good or ill-
I think for good-we have no parties in this
House, and no one attempts illegitimately to
influence votes. We come here and rote
after discussion has taken place. It would
certainly shorten the discussions if we
adopted the caucus method and bad to
vote in a certain way, but our dis-
cussions and decisions are much more
valuable. The only argument in favour
of the retention of the words, is the
Minister 'a argument regarding Heed wheat.
Very well, let us specify seed wheat. We
know the enormous pressure that could be
brought to bear on the Minister by the West-
ralian Farmers Ltd. to get their own way.
They could say to the Minister "'If you will
not do this we will do our best to put you
out."

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in reflecting en the Minister.

Hon. A. SANDER SON: I am not re-
fleeting on the Minister but on the West-
ralian Farmers Ltd. N-\o Minister could get
rid of that influence. we could not have a
more striking example than what has hap-
pened within the Inst six months. Did the
.former Honorary Minister voluntarily retireI
f thought we would have had an explanation
but we have had none and so wre must draw
our own conclusions. If it were put to me -
I"IDo this or we will use pressure to get you
put Out of office,'' what would I. do? It
wouild be no reflection On me that these peo-
ple exercised such pressure. If these words
are struck out, the Minister will be left free
and unhampered.

R on. j1. j. HOLMES: It is a business
principle that a man may be either an agent
or a. salesman-one or the other, but not
both. As the decision regarding the Bill
has gone against me, my desire is to make
the beit use of the measure. The wheat is
held in trust for the farmers by the West-
ralian. Farmers Ltd. To give the Westra-
lian Farmers Ltd. the right, even with the
consent of the Minister, to traffic in seed
wheat, to the exclusion of all other business
people, strikes me as a monstrous proposi-
tion. The advisory Committee, we hear, have
to do. with the sale of wheat. If there is
any seed wheat to be sold, why should not
the advisory committee sell it, with the in-
cidental result that the profits from such
sales would go into the pool instead of to
the Westralia Farmers Ltd.? Agents should
not traffi. Seed wheat represents a big

question. At Mingenew I once saw two
stacks of wheat. One of them it was ex-
pected would be held for a considerable
period, and that stack was well protected.
The other stack, representing seed wheat,
wee without dunnage or covering. A, few
weeks later I was at Mingenew again, and
saw men shifting the stack of seed wheat.
I saw the men handling bags of what I be-
lievedl to be blue-inouldy superphosphate, I
knew it was the wrong time of the year for
superphosphate, and so I went over to the
station to hare a look. Then I found it was
not superphosphate, but seed wheat, which
was not required, being despatched to I do
not know where. If the acqeiring agents
can make one stack seed wheat and another
stack pool wheat, and can subsequently sell
seed wheat, an obvious danger arises. We
should carry the amendment. If another
amendment is then required to give the ad-
visory board power to sell seed wheat, we
can pass that too.

The Minister for Education: The advis-
ory board has power to selD wheat.

Hon. J. 3. HOLMES: In that case why
does the Bill propose to give the acquiring
agents the right to traffic? I really would
like to have that question answered.

Hon. V. HAMZRISLEY: lIke attitude
of various hon. members surprises me. The
wheat is the farmers' wheat, end there is no
reason why the farmers' company-

Ron. T. 'Moore: Are all the -farmers in
the company?

I-Ion. V. IIA3IENRSLFY: I cannot say.
The complaint. of hon. members all along
has heeni that the price charged for wheat
supplied to poultry breeders and pig raisers
has heen too high. The reason for the high
price is, in my opinion, that the farmers'
own company have not been allowed to trade
with the poultry farmers and pig breeders.
However, there wilt he free dealing in wheat
in all directions, and inferior wheat will be
disposed of. If the acquiring agents are not
allowed to trade in inferior wheat, the result
will be to compel the poultry and pig raisers
to pay higher chnrges in other quarters.
The individual wheat grower probably will
not have a whole truck load of inferior
wheat to sell to the pig raiser. It is only
the acquiring agents who will be able to pur-
chase and handle inferior wheat in larger
quantities, and therefore at cheaper rates.

The 'Minister for Educat ion: That is not
contemplated.

Roa. V. HA-MEIRSLEY: I am sure in-
stancees will crop tip where such a course will
be necessary. Dalgety and Co., who were the
one firm authorised to deal in inferior wheat
had not the necessary organisation to handle
the business, and in consequence the pur-
chasers of the inferior wheat had to pay
higher prices. If free dealing in Western
Australian wheat is hampered, there will be
free dealing here in wheat from South Aus-
tralia.

.The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Mr.
Hamnersley suggested that advantage would
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arise from permitting the Westralian. Farm-
era Ltd. to deal in inferior wheat. I think
it only right to tell the House that the Mini-
ister for Agriculture has informed the West-
ralian Farmers Ltd. that he will not give
any such permission. The Minister considers
that it would be wrong to do so, because the
Westralian Farmers Ltd. or their representa-
tives, are the people who decide whether
wheat is inferior or otherwise. I bold the
same view, having regard to the possibility
of undesirable complications.

Hon. J, CORNELL: One of the reasons
urged iu favour of the amendment is that
the Minister far Agriculture owes his politi-
eal birth and aUl his political opportunities
to the farmers and settlers of this State.
It is argued that to give such a Minister
the authority here sought would not be right.
The charge can be dismissed, howeqer, in
view of its not being specific. It is merely
a general charge levelled against every Par-
liamentarian who becomes a Minister. I
regard the Minister for Agriculture as an
honourable inan, and one who, if he finds
himself in a position w~here it is a question
of honour against wealth, will surrender his
portfolio. The wheat will come within the
purview of the Minister only after it has
been delivered by the farmer to the pool.
Only in wheat that has been put into the
pool can there be any dealings by the agents.
An earlier clause of the Bill provides that no
person in this State may sell or deal in
w-heat otherwise than through the Minister.
If the Minister decides that persoha or firns
other than the Westralian Farmers Ltd.
shall deal in inferior wheat, additional exr-
pense will be incurred, and there will be
charges of profiteering.

Hon. A. J, H. SAW: I will vote for the
amendment because throughout the Bill
there have been too many points left in
doubt. This is one of them. The other
night, on the question of "'may" or
''shall" the 'Minister informed us that it
was the intention of the Government to in-
terpret that clause as though the word were
4'shall.''I But he would not give me an asgur-
ance that that would be done, nor would lie
accept an amendment to insert " shall " )u
lieu of ''may.'' Mr. Baxter, an er-Minis-
ter, told us that in the judgment of Ministers
'' may' m ieant ''Ishall.'' It showed that the
issue on that point was not clear. Now it
is intended to give the Westralian Farmers
Ltd., at the discretion of the Minister, tile
option of dealing in wheat, and we are told
that it is intended to limit that to seed
wheat. Considering the delicate relationship
between the 'Minister for Agriculture, a mem-
ber of the Country Party, and the Westra-
lia Farmers Ltd., it is too dangerous to
leave this at the discretion of the Minister.
Better to make it clear that the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. arc debarred from dealing in
wheat.

ROn. T. "MOORE: Mr. Cornell says that
only the wheat in the pool conld be dialt
with under the clause as it stands. As a

matter of fact, the Westralian Farmers Lt.l
could say to a farmer, ''Bring in your in
ferior wheat and we will find a-buyer.' 1i
would be the thin end of the wedge. Gen
erally logical, Mr. Cornell is wrong in hii
reasoning to-night. Mr. Hamnersley ,bleoi
the gaff when he said these people wished tc
trade in wheat. Clearly he does not agroe
with the 'Minister, who says they wish ofla
to trade in seed wheat.

The Minister for Education: I1 said the
'Minister intended that they should tract
only in seed wheat.

Hon. T. MOORE: One would imagine thai
the only people looking after the wheat were
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. That is not
so. We have a State staff inspecting the
wheat, and so the State could easily do the
whole of the work.

Hon. V. Hamersley, And make another
State trading conceri of it.

Ron. T. MOORE: It is a State trading
concern now. The Yact that we are con-
sidering the 13111 proves that. Tn allow the
clause to remain as printed would be highly
dangerous. We have our inspectors going
about-

Hon. V. Hamersley: And the wheat is
paying for it.

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes, the wheat is, pay-
ing for the State inspection, and paying
again for the work of the Westralian Farm-
ers Ltd. I would obviate the double inspec-
-tion. We have had evidence that trucks of
wheat have been sent down here for the
Westralian Farmers Ltd.

Hon. 3. Duffell: Evidence concerning the
truck referred to was brought out by the
select committee of 1913.

Hon. T. MOORE: Well, I have been mis-
inforumed, I thought it was more recent.
However, if we are to keep a staff, let us
give them something to do. The inspectors
should be asked to look out for the best seed
'wheat. Seed wheat should not be left to thle
Westralian Farmers Ltd. Indeed, the Wes-
tralian Farmers Ltd. should not he permitted
to deal in seed wheat or any other wheat.
Our advisory board should be asked to look
after the sales of inferior wheat. The Min-
ister should not be exposed to the risk of
having pressure brought to bear upon him
by the acquiring agents,

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTEgVOOM: I
move-

That the Committee do now divide.
Motion put and passed.
Amendment put and passed.
Ron. 3. NICHOLSON: I move an amend-

Mant-
That ''directly or indirectly" be in-

serted in lieu of the words struck out.
This will give expression to the wish of hon.
members, and strengthen the position of the
Minister if he should require it, The addi-
tion of the proposed words will make the
position very clear.

1364



[20 OcTomr, 1921.]36

The 'Minister for Education: What will
those words mean? I

Hif n. J,. NICHOLSON: That the acquir-
ing agents shall not by themselves directly,
or indirectly or through the medium of a
second party, deal in wheat. I rifer
memnbers to Section 6 of the Act. The
purpose of the Bill is to prevent others
buying and selling wheat and to vest in the
Government all property and ownership in
wheat, and that no person in Western Austra-
lia shall, except as prescribed, sell to or buy
wheat from any other person in Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: How much is this
dealing in wheat worth to the Westralian
Farmners Ltd.?

Hon. J1. Cornell, You should give notice
of that qhzestion.

[Ilon. A. SAN'DERSON: I thought I should
have found this information in the return
of the Agricultural Department. The amend-
menti is intended to-tie things up as tightly
as possible. To that extent it has my ap-
proval. In order to estimate the fell import-
anco of this question, I want to know how
much this agency is worth to the company,
andI how much this trading in wheat is worth
to them. I should be obliged for that in-
formation.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION! I
do not think the words will make any dif-
ference at all. I have no objection to them.
If Parliament desires that this company
should be lprohibited from dealing in wheat,
then they should be so prohibited.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. Sir EDWVARD WITTENOOM: In
connection with paragraph 6, there appears
to be no power of appeal from the decision
of an iiispector.

The Minister for )hiucation: Yes, there is.

Hion. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: If a
farmer brings in -50 bags of wheat and the
inspector takes, off £4 from the value and
the farmer -thinks it should only be £1, he
should have sonic right of appeal from the
decision of the inspector. I shoold. like to
see the following words added:-"Where the
wheat is subject to deduction by the in-
specter, the owner shall have the right of
appeal to the advisory committee'

The Minister for Education: That is al-
ready provided for.

Ilon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Very
well.

R~oa. G. W. MXILES: In paragraph 21 the
penalty with regard to anl infringemnent of
C1luse 3 appears to be altogether toeD low.
Have there been ally breaches of this agree-
ment in the past?

The Minister for Education: I do not
think so.

Hon. G. W. 'MILES: A penalty of £10 is
not sufficient. An agent can handle 100
trucks -of wheat andi make a profit of £100,

and niay be very ready to pay a £ 10 fine. I
move ant amendment-

That in paragraph 21, line 8, ''ten" be
struckt out and "one hundred" inserted
in lien.

Hon. 3. NICHOLSON-, In Sabelause 2,
of Clause 6, if a person is guilty of a contra-
vention of that clause he is liable to a penalty
not exceeding £500.

Hen. J1. Cornell: We should not make the
advisory Committee both judge and jury.

The MINISTER 'FOR EDlDOATION: Cer-
tain consequential amendments are necessary
in the Bill as it has come down to us. Para-
graph 10, for instance, refers to Clause 12,
(1), (c), whereas there is no such paragraph
i existence in that clause. In another place
Clause 4 was put into the schedule and that
altered the number of the subsequent clauses.
There is also provision for a penalty for
breach of Clause 21, but that applies to an-
other clause. These alterations should have
been made in the Bill before it came to us.

The CHAIRMAN: They will be attended
to.

Hon. J1. 3. Holmes: I presume the refer-
enee to Clause 3 is in order?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes.
Hien. F. A. BAGLIN: It is, I presume,

possible to alter the penalties referring to
other clauses at a later stage?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Amiendment put and passed.

Hon. F. A. BACLTN*- 11 mere a further
amiendment--

That in line 8, "two' be struck out and
''twenty" inserted i lieu.

If an agent does not comply with the labour
conditions set down, he should be made to
pay a higher penalty.

Ron. A. SANDERSON: If there is any
deliberate attemapt on the part of the agent
to go outside the law, I take it is the inl-
tention of the Committee to impose a pretty
severe penalty. If, however, the breach is ac-
eidpntal the penalty should be very low,
There may be a technical breach of somle of
thetse clauses. Inl the circumstances I think
the MHinister should give us an opportunity
of perusing all these amendments before the
third reading stage is taken. Fur my part, I
want to be able to read the Bill through must
carefully before that stage is reached.

The MIrNISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The Bill must gp to another place before wve
read it a third time. I am quite sure that the
penalty prescribed for a breach of Clause 4
has no -reference to the matter to which Mr.
Baglin refenred. When Clause 4: was inserted
in another place it was considered that the
clause carried its own penalty. Another place
omitted to provide for a penalty, and the
penalty as it appears in regard to the present
Clause 4 int the Bill, was intended to apply to
what was originally Clause 4. I have no ob-
jection to a penalty being provided for what
is now Clause 4C
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lion. A. SANDERSON: I want to know
whether the Committee will have an oppor-
tunity, before we send the Bill to another
place, to carefully peruse our own amend-
merits, and to read the Bill as a whole1 and
perhaps- bring forwvard other amendments,
My idea is to protect our own standard or
workmanshlip.

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
procedure will be that when we complete the
consideration of the Bill in Committee the
Chairman will report to the President and
ask leave to sit again when the Bill is re-
turned from another place. I shall then move
that the report be adopted, and it will be
competent for an hon. member to move that
the consideration of the report be made an
order for the next sitting. Then it will be
possible for the hon. member to recommit the
Bill. It is important however that the Bill
be got through as quickly as possible.

The CHAIRMAN: I would like hon. mem-
bers to understand that no penalty at present
is provided in connection with Clause 4. If
the amendment is carried there will be a
penalty to the extent of £20 in donnection
with the breach of that clause.

The 'MINISTER trOR EDUCATION:
I suggest that Mir. Baglin withdraw his
amndmeut, and move to add a new line to
Clause 21 of the agreement similar to the
other lines already there, providing for a
penalty for a breach of Clause 4.

Ron. F. A. Baglin: I am willing to do
that and withdraw my amnendment. -

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hion. F. A. IBAGLIN:- I move an amend-
ment-

That in Clause 21 of the agreement the
following line be added-" F~or every breach
of Clause 4, the sum of £10. "
Amendment put and passed, the Schedule

(agreement) as amended, agreed to.

New Clause-Supply of Consaclcs:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
nlove-

That the following new clauses be added
to the Bill:-(l) The Minister may, make
advances to 'any wheat rower whose wheat
is or is intended to he acquired to enable
such wheat grower to purchase eornsaccs;
and such advances shall be repayable to the
Minister onl demand, with interest at the
prescribed rate and shall be a charge On
the wheat in priority to all other eneum-
'rmuces. (2) The amount of such advances,

with interest, to he certified by the M1inis-
ter, may he deducted from the certificate to
be issued in respect of the wheat acquired
end a certificate may be issued to the 'Min-
ister for the amount so deducted.

For the past three years the pool has financed
farmers with regard to the purchase of their
corasacks from merchants. In 1918-19 there
was a. saving of approximately 411. a dozen
to the farmer by operating in this way. In

1919-20 the saving was 3d., and in 1920-21
the saving was again 3d. When the Bill was-
di afted it was thought that there would be
no necessity for the provision, but since then
corn sacks have advanced and the advisory
board recommend that this power be given.

New clause put and passed.

Schedules A. B3, C-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILLS-FEtRST READING.
1, Stamp.

2, Constitution Act Amendment.
3, Auctioneers.

Received from the Assembly.

BILL-STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Amendments.

Schedule of two amendments made
the Council now considered.

by

In Committee.-
Rion. 3. Ewing in the Chair; Hon. A.

Lovekin in charge of the Bill.
No. 1-Clause 4-Strike out the clause:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Clause 4 permitted
members of the court to visit institutions.
The clause was originally struck out by the
Committee and when I produced two letters
from Arenbishop Riley and Archbishop
CluneI it was reinserted. The lower House,
has seen fit to delete the clause. I am
sorry, because, speaking from experience,
the department and the institutions them-
selves will regret that the clause is not
included in the Bill. I do not propose to-
press the matter and I move-

That the amendment be agree 'd to.
Question put and passed; the Assembly's

amendment agreed to.
No. 2-Insert a new clause, to stand as

Clause 12:-Whenever any child whe has
been committed to the care of the State or
who has been committed to an institution
or who has been convicted under this Act
attains the age of 18 years, the fact of such
committal or conviction shall not be admis-
sible as evidence in any court of law. Any
official or other person who wilfully makes
public, or is privy to making public, the
fact that any child has been committed or
convicted tinder this Act shall be deemed
to be guilty of an often Ce. Penalty: One
hundred pounds."

Ron. A. LOVEKIN: I propose to move
an amendment upon the Assembly's amend-
ment. The Assembly's amendment is some-
what similar to the clause which I asked
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members of this Chamber to insert in the
Bill. It is varied a little in the form re-
ceived from the Assembly and for that
reason I propose to ask members to agree
to a slight alteration. The clause which 1
proposed was taken from the New Jersey
Act. I can give hon. members two concrete
eases to show the necessity for the antenil-
meaL.' The Minister knows of one of the
eases. Boys were released on probation
from the Children's Court and obtained
employment. One of the owners of a car
which had been stolen was probably very
aggrieved because the car was much
damaged. This individual, however, went
to the employer of one of these children
and pointed out what the boy had done
with the result that one of the boys con-
cerned lost his position. In the second
ease, a girl was released on probation and
Secured employment. Some busybody in-
formed her employer about her trouble and
she lost her position. Within the last few
days the State Children Department re-
ceived a letter from the mother of this girl
asking whether a child who had once faltln
was Dot to be given some chance in a
Jhristian country. Tt was intended that
-;he clause sbould prevent malicious injury
:;o children on probation. The Assembly's
imendment does not quite meet the ease,
tnd in the circumstances I move an amend-
rnet-

That in line 6 of the Assembly's
amendment the words "bhe admissible"
be struck out and "be maliciously dis-
closed to any person nor be admitted"
be inserted.
Amendment on the Assembly's amend-

nent put and passed; the Assembly's
Lmendment, as amended, agreed to.

Bill reported with a modification to the
issembly 'a amendment nd the report
dfpted.

House adjonued at 8.55 P.M.

teosiative tazzembIv,
Thursday, 800th October, 193.1.
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BILLS (3)-THfltl READING.
1. Stamp.
2. Auctioneers.

Constitution Act Amendment,
Transmitted to the Council.

ANNU7AL ESTIMATES, 1921.22,
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previous day en
the Treasurer's Financial Statement and on
the Annual Estimates; Mr. Stubbs in the
Chair.

Vote--Legislative Council, £975:

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [4.3 6]: My
attitude towards the Budget is one of sin-
cere sympathy with the Premier, in that he
has had to submit a forecast so serious to
the State. We are faced with a deficit of
over hal a, million on the year. It is also
very serious in view of the fact that the
State demands many urgent works which,
under existing conditions, it would be difficult
to carry out, I am afraid some of the ill-
effect will be passed on to the district I
-represent, inasmuch as I understand that the
Vote passed by the House for extending and
widening the Busselton jetty is likely to be
jettisoned.

The Minister for Works: It is entirely
your own -fault.

Mr. PICKERING: It is not! The condi-
tions imposed by the Minister were entirely
opposed to the spirit in which the Vote was.
passed.

The Minister for Works: I say it is en-
tirely your own fault that you have lost that
Vote.

Mr. PICKERING: I deny that. The files
show that any extension of the jetty without
widening was opposed by the department. I
regret Very much that it has been found
necessary to withhold thu money passed by
this House.

The Minister for Works:- If you had not
interfered the work would have been in pro-
gress now. .

Mr. PICKERING: I regret that such an
occasion should have arisen, and I regret it
also for other constituencies; because if it
is found necessary to cut out expenditure in
one electorate, presumably the same neces-
sity will apply to other electorates. On the
Ad dress-ini-reply I said that if we were to
recover our financial position in the near
future, it would be incumbent upon the State
to make large sacrifices, thnt we would have
to go in for increased taxation, drastic re-
trenchment, and the cutting out of non-
essential public works. The Leader of th6
Opposition, the other evening, said that the
only possible remedy for our financial troubles
would be found to lie in unimproved land
values taxation. In a restricted sense that
particular form of taxation obtains to-day.
To increase it to any appreciable degree
would be to impose a hardship on the prim-
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